
Prioritizing Meadows for Restoration 

Using the Meadow Condition Scorecard 
and a 

Collaborative Stakeholder Engagement Process



1. Bank Height

2. Bank Stability

3. Extent of Gullies

4. Graminoid/Forb ratio

5. Bare Ground

6. Encroachment

Plus checklist

Meadow Condition 

Scorecard



UC Davis Database - Online Data Entry

Scorecard Assessments



Scorecard Assessments

American Rivers’ Assessments

A couple Examples 

(that I happened to have slides for)

• Walker River

• Carson River

• Truckee River

• Pine Creek/Eagle Lake



1. GIS to identify suite of meadows to visit

• Integrate datasets, accessibility, imagery, local experts

2. Conduct scorecard assessments

3. Establish Stakeholder Workgroup

• Example – Walker Workgroup

• CalTrout, Trout Unlimited

• US Forest Service, CA Dept Fish and Wildlife, 

• US Fish and Wildlife Service

• NFWF

• US Marines, Inyo Mono RCD

3. Analyze data gaps and determine/compile additional 

prioritization data

• Species distributions (current, critical habitat)

• Access (ownership/wilderness)

• Existing priorities

• Grazing, Marine training

4. Detailed review and vet priorities

• Site visits

• Establish priority sites and project planning

Process



Meadow Name

Bank 

Height

Bank 

Stability Gullies Vegetation

Bare 

Ground Encroachment 

Number of 

Headcuts

Sardine Meadow 1 1 2 3 3 1 4

Leavitt Meadow 1 1 2 4 2 2 1

Little Wolf Creek 2 3 3 3 1 3 3

Lower Piute Meadow 2 2 4 3 3 1 0

Grizzly Meadow 2 2 4 3 1 4 0

Little Antelope Valley 1 3 1 4 4 4 4

Upper Piute Meadow 2 2 4 3 3 3 0

Big Meadow 2 2 3 4 3 3 0

Pickel Meadow 2 2 2 4 4 3 0

Upper Wolf Creek 3 4 3 3 2 3 3

Cloudburst Creek 3 3 3 3 4 3 5

Lower Wolf Creek 3 4 3 3 4 2 1

Middle Piute Meadow 3 3 4 4 4 2 0

Kirman Lake Meadow 4 3 3 4 4 3 0

Upper Little Wolf Creek 

Meadow 4 3 4 4 2 4 0

Scorecard Data



Walker Assessment



Results

5 near-term priority sites 

for restoration

Secured funding   

Multiple Meadows under 

one NEPA/CEQA

USFWS/ Marines buy-in 

upfront



Pine Creek/Eagle Lake

• Conducted assessment

• Developed priorities with Pine Creek 

CRMP

• Design and permitting for first sites



Carson & Truckee

• Conducted assessment

• Convened stakeholders groups

• In process of compiling 

additional data and developing 

priorities



Conclusions

Scorecard assessment and prioritization process

• Identifies issues specific to each site 

• Eg. road impacts vs. entrenchment 

• Ensures priority sites are addressed first

• Makes use of local and regional knowledge and expertise

• Galvanizes support from partners, agencies and funders

• Can provide an economy of scale for NEPA, etc.

• Increases the pace of restoration!



Thank You!

Julie Fair
American Rivers

jfair@americanrivers.org


